
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the 2018-

2019 school year at 

Parkside Junior High 

School!  We are really 

looking forward to an-

other year of teaching 

middle-schoolers. We 

are anxiously awaiting 

meeting our new team 

of students and can’t 

wait to watch them 

mature throughout the 

course of the school 

year.  

The O-Team  

Teachers 

Welcome to the O-Team! 

School/Home Communication 

O-Team School Supply List 

 Durable, 3-inch Binder with 8 Tabbed Dividers  

 2 pkgs. of White, Loose-Leaf Paper 

 Zippered, pen/pencil bag ; Black Pens & #2 Pencils 

 4 Composition Notebooks (No Five Star Brand Notebooks) 
        (for Language Arts, Lit & Comp, Science, & Social Studies) 

 2, 2-Pocket Folders (for Language Arts & Math) 

 1 spiral notebook (for Math) 

 1 pkg. of Crayola Markers & 1 pkg. of colored pencils 

 1 pkg. of Expo Markers  

 Scissors 

 1 pkg. highlighters 

 Calculator—TI-30X IIS 

 1-8 GB Flash Drive 

 1 Set of Ear Buds 

 1 pkg. Post-It Notes 

 1 pkg. 3x5 Notecards 

 4 Rolls of Scotch Tape 

 2 Boxes of Kleenex 

 2 Glue Sticks 

Website 

Communication with 
teachers is one of the 
keys to helping young 
adolescents succeed in 
school.  The O-Team 
maintains a website to 
better facilitate school/
home communication.  

On this website, you will 
find our daily assign-
ments and activities 
along with individual 
teacher websites.   

Email 

All O-Team teachers 
have an email account 
that is checked daily.  

Please do not hesitate to 
contact individual teach-
ers or the entire team 
through email at any 

time.   

 

August 2009 

August 

LIT & COMP/

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Mrs. Nourie 

nourieja@unit5.org 

 

MATH/ 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Ms. Bruer 

bruers@unit5.org 

 

SCIENCE/ 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Mrs. Stack 

stacke@unit5.org 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES/

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Mrs. Kintner 

kintnerr@unit5.org 

 

LBS1—Resource 

Mrs. Main 

maine@unit5.org 

 

LBS1—Instructional 

Mrs. Blue 

denhamm@unit5.org  

 

O-TEAM TEACHER 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Important Dates: 

 August 16:  

1st Day of School (full day) 

 August 22:   

Back-to-School Night 

7:00-8:00 p.m. 

 October 19: 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 October 19: 

End of 1st Quarter 

August 

2018 

Parkside 
Junior High 

School 



Mrs. Stack—Science  
Hi there! I am thrilled to be teaching Science and 
Language Arts on the O-team this year. This is my 
third year teaching and my first at PJHS! I went to 
ISU where I received my Bachelor's in Middle Level 
Education. When not at school I love to read, trav-
el, camp, and spend time with my husband and cat. 

Let's have a great year!  

O-Team Teachers At-A-Glance 

Mrs. Kintner—Social Studies 
Welcome to 8th grade!   I am looking forward to 

exploring American history and     
Language Arts with you this year.  This 
is my 10th year teaching, and my 7th 
at PJHS.  I am also the Student Council 
sponsor here at PJ.  I love reading, 
writing, and spending time with family, 
friends, and my fur babies! I hope you 

are ready to attack your last year at Parkside with 
gusto! I am excited for a fantastic year with each of 

you!  

Mrs. Nourie-Literature &  

Composition 

Greetings!  I’m excited about 
starting my 21st year at PJHS 
teaching eighth grade Litera-
ture & Composition and Lan-
guage Arts.  I received my 
Bachelor’s degree in English 
from ISU, where I also earned my Master’s. My hus-
band and I are both long-time Bloomington-Normal 
residents, and we have two daughters.  My favorite 
pastimes include reading and watching Chicago Cubs 

baseball.  I look forward to meeting you all! 

Ms. Bruer—Math 
Hello! I am happy to being part of the O-Team again 
this year! This is my fifth year teaching at PJHS, and I 
will be teaching Math 8, Algebra, and Language Arts.  I 
received by Bachelor’s in Middle Level Education at 
ISU and earned my Master’s last spring. In my free 
time, I enjoy reading and spending time with family, 
friends, and my dog, Pepper. I am ready to start     

another great school year and meeting you! 

Looking Forward . . . 

8th Grade Expectations 

Part of our job as 8th grade teach-
ers is to help our students transi-
tion smoothly to the high school.  
As they move into 8th grade, stu-
dents will notice an increased ex-
pectation in responsibility.  Part of 
that responsibility will include the 
need to self-advocate; students 
need to communicate with teach-
ers if they need help or if they 
need to be challenged further.  As 
they work towards the learning 
targets, academic rigor will be 
apparent through in-class assign-
ments as well as those they do 

outside of class. This rigor helps 
ensure a successful freshman 

year of high school. 

8th to 9th Grade Transition 

In the past, students have been left 
to fend for themselves as fresh-
men, experiencing the same ex-
pectations as the upperclassmen, 

but no longer. 

Due to the work of a transition 
task force comprised of both mid-
dle school and high school teach-
ers, 8th graders now have much 
more information available to 
them as they prepare for their 
freshman year of high school.  Stu-
dents are given several opportuni-
ties, including an informational 
expo in January, to get to know 

their future surroundings. 

The most successful aspect of the 
freshman transition task force has 
been the FMP (Freshman Mentor-
ing Program) which pairs incoming 
freshmen with a junior or senior 
mentor for the duration of their 
freshman year.  Through activities 
and group discussions, freshmen 
learn the ins and outs of high 
school.  Everything from finals to 
dances is covered, and freshmen 

no longer feel lost in the crowd. 

If you have any questions as your 
student prepares to make the 
move to high school this year, 

please don’t hesitate to ask. Page 2 

Ms. Denham—Instructional LBS1 

Hello! This is my fifth year teaching and my second 
year teaching at Parkside Junior High. I am eager to 
grow and learn with each of you throughout the year!  
I received my Bachelor's Degree from Illinois State 
University.  In my free time I enjoy reading, spending 
time with my family, and playing with my cat!  I look 

forward to a great year with each of you!  

 

Mrs. Main—Resource LBS1 
Hello and welcome to the O-Team!!  This year will 
be my 30th year of teaching.  I received my Mas-
ter’s from St. Ambrose University in the area of 
Special Education.  I will be the O-Team Resource 
teacher.  My job includes working with core teach-
ers in the inclusion model and teaching two inter-
ventions.  I have a son who is a senior at NCHS.  I 

can’t wait to another exciting year at PJHS.   


